fractions, either at rest or with exercise (Table  3) . However, as shown in Figure  1 and Fig 4) . Increased RV ejection fraction was observed concomitantly to an increase of this contractility parameter.
Ventricular

Systolic and Diastolic Function
During the aminophylline infusion, the mean value of RV peak systolic pressurelRV end-systolic volume index remained unchanged both at rest and during exercise (Table 3) , although a significant positive correlation was observed between the variation of this parameter and the blood level of the drug (Fig 5) . Concerning the diastolic function, aminophylline did not change the peak filling rate at rest or during exercise (Table 3) . Also, no correlation was observed between this parameter and the blood level of aminophylline (Table 4) .
DIscUssIoN
Our work presents the effects of aminophylline in patients with a severe but stable COPD on systemic and pulmonary hemodynamics and on RV and LV functions. 
Systemic and Pulmonary Hemodynamics
